
NORTH YORK BOROUGH MS4 PRESENTATION 2021 

The following is a summary of the MS4 presentation given at the North York Borough: 

• Presentation is seventh under the Borough's MS4 Stormwater Permit. An overview was given of the permit which 

consists of the following six Minimum Control Measures: 

MCM #1:  Public Education and Outreach on Stormwater Impacts (PEOP) 
MCM #2:  Public Involvement/Participation (PIPP) 
MCM #3:  Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDD & E) 
MCM #4:  Construction Site Runoff Control 
MCM #5:  Post-Construction Stormwater Management (PCSM) in New and Re-                                                 

Development Activities. 

MCM #6:  Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 

The goal of the Stormwater Management Program, above Minimum Control Measures and the MS4 General 
Permit is to reduce stormwater pollution in order to improve water quality in the local waterbodies and ultimately 
the Chesapeake Bay.  The program provides for public education, requests public involvement and provides a 
means for the Borough to control stormwater discharges within the Borough limits. 

  

• The concentration of this presentation is on control measure #1 public education and outreach and control 
measure #2 public involvement and participation.  It will also touch upon control measure #3 illicit discharge 
detection and elimination. 

 

• An update was given on the program/permit status.  The permit renewal was submitted to DEP on September 

14, 2017.  The PAG-13 (Stormwater Discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems Ms4) 

Permit was issued on December 22, 2020.  North York Borough is a member of the York County Regional 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement for the York County Regional Chesapeake Bay Pollution Reduction 

Plan. This is due to the fact that all participating municipalities are using the same pollution reduction plan to 

meet the required pollution reductions. 

 

Even though none of the projects are located within the borough, the borough by participating in the group, 

receives credit for meeting their pollution reduction plan requirements.  The borough participating in this regional 

group comes at a great savings to the borough compared to doing their own plan. 

We submitted the 2021 year end report to DEP by September 30, 2021 which covered the period from July 1, 
2020 to June 30, 2021.  A copy of the report is available at the borough office. 

 

• With the Borough’s adoption of their Stormwater Management Ordinance that is consistent  with the York County 
Model Stormwater Management Ordinance that was approved by DEP per the Pennsylvania Stormwater 
Management Act 167. Any Regulated Activity (any earth disturbance activities or any activities that involve the 
alteration or development of land that may affect stormwater runoff) must address the stormwater runoff rate and 
volume.  Runoff volume is usually addressed by infiltration practices. 

 

• Following the summary of the program status, Public education/outreach was discussed. 

• One of the most important aspects of the permit is to educate the public about stormwater and what affects 

stormwater pollution has on streams, waterways, bays and ultimately oceans.  In the lobby of the borough office, 

there is a bulletin board which is solely dedicated to stormwater information.  Copies of any of the information on 

the bulletin board will be provided upon request.  The borough website has also been updated with additional 

information under stormwater management tab.  The borough newsletter also has information on stormwater 

pollution.  There are also several handouts on the table in the back of the room with additional stormwater 

information. 

The purpose of the educational material is to educate people so they understand stormwater pollution and to 

change the way people are used to doing their everyday chores to prevent and eliminate stormwater pollution.  



Most people don’t think about stormwater and what impacts are created in streams and rivers once it disappears 

into the storm sewer. If everyone performs some simple things, it can reduce stormwater pollution, such as 

cleaning up pet wastes from yards or sidewalks, keeping grass clippings out of the street so they are not washed 

into the storm sewer, eliminating fluid leaks from vehicles, not overfertilizing lawns, composting, use rain barrels 

to water plants and gardens, washing vehicles at a commercial car wash or over a lawn area and cleaning up 

any deicing salts from sidewalks and driveways.   

The following are some other resources for stormwater information: 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation are expanding a program called “Learn Outside, Learn at Home” which has 
educational information online on their website. 

DEP has established a Clean Water Academy on their website that has courses online to learn more about the 

MS4 permit and its requirements.  The website also has some instructional videos. 

• Another important aspect of the program is for the borough to solicit public involvement/participation in the 

program.  Some ways to participate in preventing stormwater pollution are organizing or participating in 

stormwater inlet stenciling or stream cleanups. Stenciling or stream cleanups can be through volunteers, service 

projects, community service. (An example of what inlet stencils look like was shown at the meeting.)   

Anyone interested in organizing a stream cleanup or stormwater inlet stenciling program should please contact 

the borough.  Some of the borough’s inlets have been marked with a metal disk but not all. 

The Watershed Alliance of York (WAY) and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation have opportunities available for 

volunteering.  Links to their websites can be found on the borough’s website.   

York County Coalition for Clean Waters has been formed as part of the county planning commission. They have 

volunteer opportunities available to participate. 

Another source of information and opportunities for volunteering is through the Penn State Extension. 

Due to the current Covid situation, volunteer opportunities are limited but educational material is available online. 

Reporting of illicit discharges is another important way to provide public participation in the stormwater program.  

An illicit discharge is any discharge other than stormwater to the borough streets and storm sewer system with 

some exceptions.  If you see anything you suspect to be an illicit discharge, please contact the borough by phone 

or there is a citizen complaint form at the borough office or available on the borough website that can be filled out 

and given to the borough. (A copy of the form was shown)  The borough will then investigate the complaint and if 

it was an illicit discharge, will go through the procedures to ensure it is corrected. 

If an illicit discharge is encountered by borough personnel that cannot be traced to a source, the borough will 

utilize a door hanger which describes that an illicit discharge was found in the area, describes what an illicit 

discharge is and gives ways to prevent illicit discharges. ( A sample of the doorhanger was shown.) 

The reporting of illicit discharges is an important way to help the borough since the borough has few employees 

and the chances of them seeing an illicit discharge is small. 

 

The borough does an annual inspection of the actual outfalls to the Codorus Creek and Willis Run but the 

chances of finding an illicit discharge are small. 

 

An emphasis is placed on not putting yourself in a position of confrontation with an illicit discharge.  If needed 

take pictures and submit with the complaint form.  Do not confront anyone. 

 

• Copies of all the information discussed during the presentation was provided at the meeting and will be available 

from the Borough office or the Borough Engineer.  It will be placed on the bulletin board in the Borough office. 





 

 



 

CITIZEN COMPLAINT  
ILLICIT DISCHARGE REPORTING FORM 

 
 

Name:                      Contact Phone Number:                                                       
 
Date:                            Time Discharge Discovered:                    
 
Date of Last Rain Event:                                                     Estimated Quantity of Rain:                                    in.                        
 
LOCATION OF DISCHARGE (indicate nearby street intersections, addresses, and/or landmarks for 
reference):                                                                    
                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
WHERE WAS DISCHARGE FOUND? OPEN DITCH      STREAM      PIPE OUTFALL      OTHER:     
 
WAS WATER FLOW OBSERVED?   NO  YES  . 
 
WAS FLOW SOLID OR PULSING?   SOLID  PULSING 
 
WAS A PHOTO TAKEN? NO  YES  (Please attach a copy to form) 
 
ODOR: NONE MUSTY SEWAGE ROTTEN EGGS SOUR MILK OTHER:     
 
COLOR: CLEAR RED YELLOW BROWN GREEN GREY OTHER:     
 
CLARITY: CLEAR CLOUDY OPAQUE 
 
WAS THERE AN:  OILY SHEEN   YES   NO 
  GARBAGE/SEWAGE  YES  NO 
  OTHER:    
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO ASSIST IN THE INVESTIGATION:        
                                                                           
                                    
                                                                                                                                                                          

Follow up Investigation (to be completed by CCD staff) 
OUTFALL NO:       INSPECTOR NAME                                                    PHONE     
 
FIELD ANALYSIS: 

WATER TEMP:      F  /  C CHLORINE (Total):     mg/l 
pH:        COPPER:      mg/l 
PHENOL:      mg/l  DETERGENTS:      mg/l 
 
WAS A LABORATORY SAMPLE COLLECTED?   NO  YES      
(if yes attach copy of chain-of-custody record) 
COMMENTS:              
               
               
 
DATA SHEET FILLED OUT BY:   (signature):        DATE:    
 
Additional notes to file:              
              
               
Follow-up with Complainant:             
              
               
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


